


      
   

    

   
      

   

Why We’re Here 
 Section 26014 of the Business and Professions Code 

created the Cannabis Advisory Committee and tasks 
the Committee with certain policy-oriented 
responsibilities. 

 All State boards and commissions, including the 
Cannabis Advisory Committee, must comply with the 
Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Act). 



   

       
        

  

      

    

     

     

Purpose 
 Openness and Transparency in Transacting Business 

 Govt. Code section 11120 – Californians do not yield their 
sovereignty to the agencies that serve them; they insist 
on remaining informed.  

 The Act Grants Rights to the Public: 

 Right to attend and record (without being disruptive). 

 Right to comment on Committee actions. 

 Right to copy and inspect records. 



      
           

       
         

     

     
   

      
        

Meetings 
 Definition of a Meeting: “Includes any congregation of 

a majority of the members of a state body at the same 
time and place to hear, discuss, or deliberate upon any 
item that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of 
the state body to which it pertains.” 

 A body’s committees and subcommittees also need to 
be noticed and open to the public. 

 Exemption: Certain situations where a majority of the 
members are present but do not discuss the body’s 
business. 



 
      

     

        
       

      
     

Notice Requirements 
 Posted at least 10 days prior to the meeting and 

provided to any person who requests it. 

 Sets forth the time and location of the meeting, as well 
a contact person in the event more information is 
needed. 

 Locations must be specified and these locations must 
be accessible to the public and ADA-compliant. 



      
       

          
        

 

The Rule of Three 
 Note: Noticing requirements do not apply if a 

committee or subcommittee consists of less than three 
persons. 

 It is the number of persons on the committee or 
subcommittee that is determinative, not how many are 
committee members. 



       

       
  

      
    

   

       
         

  

Agenda 
 As with Notice, must be prepared at least 10 days prior. 

 Brief but specific description of all items of business to 
be considered or discussed. 

 Not a generalization like “Other Things of Interest to 
the Committee” or “Things That Might Come Up.” 

 No generalizations like “Old or New Business.” 

 General Rule – If an item isn’t on the agenda, the 
Cannabis Advisory Committee can’t talk about it or 
take action on it! 



       
       

      

      
     

Disclosure of Documents 

 When writings are distributed to a majority of the 
members of a body for discussion or consideration, the 
writings must be made available for public inspection. 

 Exception: Records exempt from disclosure under the 
Public Records Act need not be disclosed. 



      
 

    

     

 

Open Session 

 Business conducted in open session unless closed 
session authorized by law 

 Some reasons for closed session: 

 Matters under the Administrative Procedure Act 

 Matters Affecting Individual Privacy 



     
  

    
       

 

      
        

      
       

 

Communications 
 Committee deliberations occur and decisions are made 

at Committee meetings. 
 Can’t use serial or “hub-and-spoke” communication 

methodologies to discuss, deliberate or take action on 
Committee business. 

 The Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act permits contacts 
or communications  between a member of a state body 
and any other person, provided that such 
communications are not part of the prohibited type 
specified above. 

 Includes technological advances – texting, e-mail. 



        

   

   

  

Remedies/Penalties for 
Act Violations 

 The decision or action of the body may be overturned. 

 Violations may be stopped or prevented. 

 Costs and fees may be awarded. 

 Criminal misdemeanor penalties could be imposed. 



      

      

Ask Your Counsel! 

 Have a question? You can always ask us. 

 In fact, we WANT you to ask us! 


